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On the 27th of July, 1796, a Pension was granted for life to Lady Augusta Murray, (lately called 
DUCHESS OF SUSSEX,). the amount of which pension is 1,200 pounds a year; and on thé 24th 
October, 1806, another’ Pension was granted to the same person, under the name of lady 1D’ Amiland, 
for life, which last Pension-is, in amount, 1478 pounds a year; both pensions together making 2,673 
pounds a year, 
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DUKE OF YORK. to Mrs. Clarke, large sums of money for 


(Continued from page 224.) his appointment as a Commissary, is it 

To rut PEorpLe oF ENGLAND. . not clear that he would not fail, during 
THE attention of every person in this | the execution of his office, to keep in view 
country is now, with more or less eager- | the money which he had paid for that 
mess, directed.towards what is going on in | office? And is it not equally clear, that 
he House of Commons. By a sort of | he would miss no opportunity of reim- 
involuntary motion, all eyes ,have. been | bursement? Indeed, it is impossible to 
urned that way. There is no man_that | believe, that a person, who has obtained 
pow seems, to think it of any consequence | his office by the means of a bribe, what« 
hat is done in the way of warapr of ne- | ever the nature of that bribé may be, whe- 
ociation. Alb of.aag seem to feel, that, | ther consisting of money or of a, vote, 
until this affair be setied, it would be ab- | will ever refrain from plundering, from 
urd to waste our thoughts upon any, ques- | any other motive than that of the fear of 
ion connected with our interests, or our | detection. In such a case, all the effects 








honour, as a nation:——So far the state of morality, all the influenteuet sentiments’. 
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pf the public mind is what it ought to be. | of honour, are completely lost to the pub- 
ut, while all are exclaiming against the | lic. That which is “ conceived in sin 
nfamous corruptions, plunderings and rob- | “ and brought forth in corruption,’ must 
beries ; the insulting profligacy,, that have | naturally be productive of wicked and mis- 
ow been proved to exist; while all mouths | chievous deeds. Now, then, the money 
Bre open upon these topics, there has ap- | which Dower paid to Mrs. Clarke we 
eared no attempt to wie. the. attention | must. consider as coming, through the 
wf the people to the effect which these abo- | exercise of his office, out of our pockets, 
ninations have upon them, in their indiyi- | whence it has first been taken by the tax- 
ual and family capacity. Be this my | gatherer. To this we must add the pro- 
ask, by way of introduction to such other | bable further sums, which a man who had 
aiters and remarks as it appears.to me | obtained hisoeffice by a bribe would be like- 
ecessary, at this time, to submit to those, ly to appropriate to haiwaself : and, when we 
who bear the burdens, which arise from | see to what extent this system of bribery has 
he corruptions that have now been pro- | prevailed, we shall not be surprised at the 
ved to exist, To. persons, not accustom- | Immense amount of the sums which we are - 
d to go beneath the surface of things, it | annually called upon to pay on account of 
i possibly appear, that it makes little the Commisgaries department. In the 
‘erence to the people, whether commis- | case of offices, whichare. merely mili the 
ions and offices be sold or not, because, | mode of our suffering 1 is diflerent ; but, bjs 
n whatever manner they be disposed of, | not less real than_in cases more 
he expence of them tid still be the diately, connected. with money transac- 
ame. But, it requires, but. very little | tions. * If theoffice be obtained by money, 
eflection to perceive, that.this p 2 ition when no money ought to bs aid, then 
* Opposed to the truth ; for, property there will Poy leaves of abs ener or 
place, it js amie that ‘the perp wo poe means, a deduction of Loli due to 
re 
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| to the public, wh ight kep 
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sons of a different description ; that the 
vile and corrupt vermin, who hang about 
the metropulis, step over the heads of ve- 
terans, who have passed their lives in toils 
and dangers ; that boys become entrusted 
with commands, which ought never to be 
in any hands but those of men of expe- 
rience ; that the comfort, the happiness, 
the backs, and the lives, of our brave soldiers 
are committed to the power of such men as 
Captains Donovan and Sandon and Col. 
French ; to the power of men, whose pro- 
motion to that power has been obtained 
by means such as those which have now 
ght to light.——Hence desertions ; 
hence the sufferings of the soldiers; hence 
blunders and failures without exd ; and hence 
the millions upon millions, which all these 
To be a good military 
othcer requires, not only bravery, but 
visdom, expertence, and intezrity; a good 
understanding and a just mind. 
these be expected in men, who have gain- 
ier posts by bribes given to a kept 
Besides these, there is a po- 
We pay for more 


been brou 


annually cost us. 


And, can 


sitive loss in money. 
officers than we need pay for if this infa- 
mous systea@n did not exist. 
the case of one of the Mauines, that he 
tain without ever having been 
We see that others have 


Well, then, 


We see, in 


became a ca? 
on military duty. 
been officers, while at school. 
less officers are ne essary ; or, if that be 
not the case, the service must suffer, and 
the public must lose, by the absence of so 
many of those whom it pays. 
refrain here from mentioning the case of 
tho became the Lieut.- 
ent at the age of twenty 
one years. Atter-he was appointed an En- 
sign, he was sent to school. 
us of Bis fiats in Holland. 


Sin, that of Lieutenant 
him whilé at school. 


Mr. Apam’s son, 
Colonel ofa regi 


His father tells 
A second 
, Was given 
At the age of sixteen 
he went to Holland; and here his father 
says he distinguished himself in the com- 
mand of a body of men usually committed 
to a Lieutenant. « The 
Supplementary Militia, and required a 
great deal of management.” Did they so? 
T hen, was it well to commit them té a & 
of sixteen, just come from school? Should 
it not have been a man to have the com- 
inand of such men? At 
age no person in the world can be fit 
Lieutenant Colonel. 
solute command of @ thousand men. The 


i ae happiness, the morality, the 


wisdom and i 


were from the 


twenty “one years 


He has the ab- 


1d men depend upon his 


me weeny: A person to be in- 


































































sober, considerate, compassionate, and yet 
firm to execute justice. Where are thes 
to be found united with the passions inse. 
parable from youth / Besides, is it possi. 
ble, that the other officers, captains old 
enough,-perhaps, to be his father, and who 
have every fair claim to prior promo. 
tion, can cordially submit to the command, 
antl, occasionally, to the reproof, of a boy 
of twenty-one ? What would Mr. Adam 
say, if he had to plead before a judge of 
twenty-one yearsof age? Yet, the Lieut. 
Colonel of a Regiment (for the Colonel 
never commands) has powers still greater 
than those of a judge. He has, in the 
course of a year, to decide upon the cases 
of, perhaps, two thousand offences. He 
has to judge of characters ; to weigh the 
merits of candidates for promotion ; his 
sinile iss encouragement, and his from 
disgrace ; it depends upon him, whether 
the soldier’s life be a pleasure or a curst, 
Is not all this too much for the age a 
twenty-one years? Every desertion 
from the army is a loss of fifty pounds to 
the country; and, how many of thet 
losses must arise from the want of wisdom 
and experience in commanding officers! 
But, the cost, the bare cost, of officer 
who do. not actually serve, is immenst 
The younger Sheridan, for instance, has, i 
is notorious, been living in and about tows 
all his lifetime. Yet, he was some tim 
ago, a Captain in a regiment servil; 
abread, and will now, I believe, be found 
upon the Aa/f-pay list. A return of all the 
officers belonging to regiments abroad, 
not serving with those regiments, woul 
give us aview of the extent of this intoler 
ble abuse. If men give money, or rendet 
secret services, for their offices, to 4 kept 
mistress, how can it be expected, that 
any service should be performed by them 
to the public? They give their mont) 
or render secret services, for the s* 
of getting the pay. When Colonel French 
gave his money to Mrs. Clarke, it 
with a view of getting three or four time 
the sum out of the taxes that we pay.” 
were the payers for Mrs. Clarke’s serv" ¢ 
plate; we paid for her landaw; we paid fr 
her trip to Worthing ; we paid for her 2 
glasses at a guinea a-piece; we paid for le 
boxcs at the opera and the play-house; a 
Frerich and Sandon and Dowler and Knit 
and the rest of the bribing crew 
merely the channel through which th 
money passed from the taxed people " 
her——Oh ! how maby hundreds, 
many thousands, of the have s#* 
fered tor her ! She has and no o# 
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; attempted to disprove her statement ; 
e has stated, in answer to the very ju- 
cious questions of Lorp Fozkestone, 
at she receivedin money from her keeper 
nly 1,000 pounds a year; and that this 
as barely sufficient to defray the expence 
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nand, 


Yuke told her, if she was clever, she need 
ever want money. 


e amount of all her expences. Here is 


a boy 
Adam 0 pounds a year taken, in taxes, from 
love of uch. of a thousand families. It is the 
5 , “ Va 

ieut. aintenance of 645 labourers’ families 


l2s. a week, the common wages of 
he South of Hampshire. It is equal 
» the poor-rates of about 50 parishes 
f England and Wales, taking those pa- 
ishes upon an average. It is equal to 
he poor-rates of 66 parishes like this of 
Boley. tis equal to all the direct taxes, 
f every sort, of 21 or 22 parishes like 
Tirst, the farmer is deprived, by 
hese means, ofa part of his comforts and 
onveniences ; his house contains Jess of 
goods and displays less of hospitality ; 
rom him the deprivation descends to the 
fabourer, whose scanty and coarse food, 
nd want of raiment and fuel, produce, 
besides the pinching of hunger and cold, 
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ails. 


ers! sth gel 
cers he miseries of disease, and which disease, 
ose, he never-failing effect of hunger and filth, 


as, it 
own 


§ spreading far and wide its baleful and 
ereditary effects. Ltow many widows and 
1 y , . . . 

btuer femaies, whose incomes admit of no 


time : ; 
ving Pominal augmentation, have suffered, and 
. bre still suffering from this accursed system ? 
the every penny paid to Mrs. Clarke is just so 
cal muuch taken out of the pockets of the people. 
ould All her « four or five men servants” ; all 


Der dashing carriages ; all her wines, her 


ler : 
ndet iusic 5 all her endless Juxuries, have been 
kent aken trom the comforts of this suffering 
that hation, as Clearly as if the tax-gatherers 


had taken the money and paid it in to her 


hen 
House-keeper or her tradesmen. That 


ey; ; 

sae hich has been devoured by her crowd of 
nk svotmen, waitingwomen, pimps, and bawds, 
wis ‘ould, if the system of corruption and pro- 
mes fligacy had not existed, been left to auge 
ihe ment the hospitality of- gentlemen, the 
of onvemiences of tradesmen and farmers, 
fot and the loaf of labourers and journeymen ; 
ot While those, her footmen, waitingwomen, 
le Pimps and bawds, would have been com- 
ot fame P¢'led to earn their bread by the sweat of 
ht their brow.——Taxation, a excessive, 
eft nust produce misery ; and especially when, 
the © taxes are applied to the purposes of 
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luxury. It is necessary, 
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servants’ wages and livertes ; but, that the | 


‘Twenty thousand a | 
ear was, perhaps, not suflicient to defray | 
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| perceive this truth. Suppose there to ex- 
| ist a community of a hundred persons, all 
of whom labour, in one way or another, 
usefully ta the community. Let ten of them 
cease to labour, and let them live upon the 
labour of the other ninety ; and the conse- 
quence must be, that the ninety must work 
one tenth harder upon the same quantity 
of food,-and raiment, and fuel, or that 
each will have one tenth less than he 
‘used to have, of these necessaries of 
life. Hence a general decrease in pro- 
ductions, or a general increase of the mi- 
series growing out of labour not sufficiently 
fed ; hence the fall of some into utter ina- 
bility to supply their wants; and hence 
the increase of the number of paupers in 
this country has kept an exact pace with 
the increase of the taxes, or, in other words, 
with the increase of the number of persons 
who are not engaged in productive labour. 
The immense sums received by Mrs. 
Clarke were not devoured by her. She 
did not consume more food than before 
she was the Duke’s kept mistress. But, 
she was enabled to keep a crowd of 
persons, of various descriptions, who, 
had they not been so maintained, must 
have laboured for their bread. This 
is a view of the subject of which the 
people should never, for one moment, lose 
sight. ‘This is the way, in which they are 
directly affected by the hellish system, 
which has now been proved to exist. From 
this view of it, they will not, I trust, be 
diverted by any attempts to induce them 
to attach most importance to the meanness, 
or even the immorality, of the parties. ‘These 
are quite sufficent to excite national 
disgust and hatred; but, the main thing 
is for the people to see the robberies, and to 
be able clearly to trace to these, and such 
like robberies, their own privations and 
miseries._—, Now is the time for the people 
to ask the revilers of Sin Francis Burperr, 
whether he was so very much to blame, 
when he told the Electors of Westminster, 
that no good’ was to be expected,’till we 
could “ tear out the leaves of the accurs- 
ed Red Book.’ Col. French, and Col. 
Knight, and Capt. Donovan, and Capt. San- 
don, and Mr. Dowler, and the rest of the 
numerous petticoat-patronized crew, are 
all to be found in that Red Book, the leaves 
of which he wished to tear out. His 
voice will, I trust, now be heard by those 
who were before misled; if, indeed, there. 
could be any such. I trust that now, the 
venal declaimers about “ Jacobinism ”’ 
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will no longer be able to blind the under- 
standing of any man, however dimple that» 
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man may be. The man, who now aflects 
to believe, that a deep-rooted system of cor- 
ruption does not prevail, must be an arrant 
knave ; and, of course, none but an arrant 
knave will aflect to believe, that a radical 
reform of that system, and a speedy one 
tov, is not necessary to the preservation of 
the throne, as well as of the remaining 
liberties of the people. But, in the 
mean time, and, indeed, as necessarily 
conducive to this reform, let the people 
bear in mind, that it is their money that has 
been sported with; that it was not Col. 
French's money nor Mr. Dowler’s money 
that the Duke of York’s kept mistress took, 
and that was expended upon her feot- 
mei, chariots, musicians, singers, players, 
dancers, parasites, pimps, and hawds, but 
im the end, the money of the people. ‘This is 
the important truth for them to keep in 
view. Let every father of a family consider 
how much less, from this cause, he will have 
to bequeath his children. When those, 
who formerly lived in affluence from the 
rent of their estates, reflect how they have 
been obliged to dismiss servant after ser- 
vant; sell horse after horse ; abridge pot 
atier pot of the ale that formerly glad- 
dened the heart of the comer; aye, and 
to cut down tree after tree, and sell acre 
after acre ; det all such persons, when, with 
aching heart, they so reflect, think of 
Mrs. Clarke and the services of plate and 
the wine-glasses at a guinea a-piece and 
the rattling carriages and the laced-foot- 
men and the musicians and the singing- 
boys and the players and the dancers and 
the pimps and the bawds in Gloucester 
Place ; and let every mind in the kingdom 
be fixed upon the scene described by Miss 
TayYion, every tongue repeat, and every 
ear tingle at, the words, “ how does French 
behave to Darling?’ Darling ! How many 
a widowed mother has had to pronounce 
that word over a child driven from beneath 
her roof by the penury produced by these 
and similar corruptions !. Look into fami- 
lies, once respectable jn point of fortune, 
and you find them consisting of a crowd 
of helpless females, umable to work -and 
ashamed to beg, the sons all forced away, 
for want of the means possessed by their 
fither, to seek a subsistence from pa- 
tronage, to get baek again some small 
portion: of what their father has paid 
m taxes, and, in order to succeed, creeping 
to those whem that father would have 
despised ; nay, perhaps, the last stake of 
the family is Converted into a bribe for 
a whore, while a score of breasts are filled” 
with anxiety lest, he sum should not be 
og ERS 
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thinks it no longer nec 
Mr. Wardle, ia the ales of 


a 


sufficient. Thus has the nation been ¢. 
graded ; its spirit subdued ; its heart br. 
ken; and its property rendered a prey t 
the infamous reptiles, who, at last, stand 
exposed to Hs execrations, and who, I trug, 
are at no great distance from the hour of 
feeling the effects of its vengeance. | 
mean not the vengeance of a mob, bu 
the steady, sober, deliberate vengeance of 
the law. 

I now would fain call the attention of 
the people to the altered language and tone 
of the House of Commons. It will not 
soon be forgotten, that, when Mr. Wardle 
first brought forward his Charges, he wa 
answered with the boldest defiance. From 
both sides of the House he heard of nothing 
but of joy, that, at last, the charges against 
the Commander in Chief cou!d be met ina 
tangible shape. He was told, that a con 
spiracy had long existed against the illus- 
trious House of Hanover, and that his 
hearers were delighted to find, that Me 
should now have fair play against that 
conspiracy. He was told, that he had in- 
curred “a heavy Responsibility;’’ and that 
the result must be © infamy upon either 
the accused or the accuser.’ Mr. Per 
ceval said, that, “ was the present m0 
“ment suitable for the statements, he be- 
“lieved he could enter. into particulars, 
“ which would convince the House, that tt 
“was impossible to bring these alledged 
«charges home to His Royal Highness. 
He said, in the name of the Duke, “ that 
“his wish was, that the investigation 
« should be most complete and public; 
that there was nothing His Royal High- 
ness so particularly deprecated as any 
secret or close discussion of these charges; 
that, standing as that illustrious persot- 
age did, on the fairness of his character, 
and the fulness of the evidence he was 
enabled to.produce in refutation of these 
charges, he was most particularly an% 
ious to appear before the. country, a 
quitted by the most accurate and severe 
“inquiry.’”« All this bold language, this 
tone of menace, have been dropped for 
some days; and, it seems to be almost for- 
gotten, that Mr. Wardle ever was under 
any very “heavy responsibility.” Nay, Mr. 
York, who spoke so roundly of the 
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Brunswick, seems to have begun to think, 
that all the « talking’? was not without some 
foundation. Mr.’Canning says not a.word, 


neither does Lord Castlerea h; Mr. Wil 
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r. Whitbread is no longer in a passion 
being accused of 4 connection with the 
cusing member ; and the elder Sheridan 
iks no more of his dissuasive messages 
that gentleman. But, what is more 
orthy of the attention of the people is 
is, that now, now, now, now, behold! the 
fast-India Company people have moved for 
Committee up-stairs to inquire into the 
le of Writerships and Cadetships, when it 
notorious to all the world, that, for 
any, many years past, these offices have 
een advertised for sale as openly, and al- 
host as frequently, as Packwood’s Razor- 
trops or Spilsbury’s pills. How comes it, 
at we never before heard of any Com- 
hittee up-stairs, or down-stairs, or in any 
art of the house, to inquire into these 
atters? What has alarmed the honour of 
e Directors now ? Why now, for the first 
me? Oh! it is very surprizing, that now, 
ll of a sudden, this horror for jobbing 
fhould have seized them! For eight years 
have been a witness of these advertise- 
ents. Every one must-be satisfied, that, 
uring that time, the traffic has been gomg 
n; and yet, not a whince have we heard 
‘om the tender Directors till now. 
pull more worthy of the people’s attention 
what dropped from Mr. Perceval the 
bther night, after the grand explosion, in- 
luding the Church as well as the State. He 
Baid, he had, for some time past, had it in 
mind to bring in a bill to prevent this scan- 
talous jobbing. We thought, that you and 
Your colleagues, Sir, said, but the other 
Gay, that we were libellers; that we had 
ormed a conspiracy for writing and talk- 
10g down all that was great and noble in 
ie country. Why pass a bill, if what we 
Raid was libellous? Aye, a bill, Oh! a 
Dil; by all means a. bill! Bat, it does 
‘ome somewhat of the latest. Yes, cer- 
tainly “ a day after the fair.” If you had 
alked of a bill of this sort long ago, in- 
Stead of charging the press with being li- 
bellous ; instead of instituting a long list 
o! government prosecutions against those 


echo complained of jobbing ; then, indeed, 


we should have received your notification 
with applause ; but, now, Sir, we do not. 
ou y neighbours, in the country, are even so 
‘reverent as to laugh at it; and, though 
! caution them against the consequence of 
sIving way to ridicale upon state affairs, 
ing it to’ ma- 


they still” persist in co 
‘ernal precautions whén the girl’s shape 
“onvicts her of bastardy. These country 
people are slowto. move. They areas obsti- 


late in their credulity as they are in their 
want of faith, Atlast they see their situation 
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plainly ; and I venture to say, that nothing 
short of a fair, full, entire, radical reform 
of abuses and corruptions will now satisty 
them. The farmers have read about Mr. 
Beazley, and Drs. Glasse and 0’ Meara. They 
did not like éthes before ; and, be you as- 
sured, that they will not now like them 
any thing the better. ‘They are a strange 
people ; always judging of what they can- 
not get a sight of by what they can get a 
sight of. If they see a full sack, for in- 
stance, and perceive wheat dropping out, 
through an accidental hole, in the sack, 
they conclude that the sack is filled with 
wheat. This logick they apply to clerical 
preferments, and look upon Mr. Beazley, 
the no-popery pamphlet writer, and Drs. 
Glasse and O’ Meara, asthe grains that have 
dropped out, « A bill”? will never sa- 
tisfy such people. ‘They do not so easily 
perceive the virtues of such a bill. In 
short, they heard enough of bills to check 
the Treasurer of the Navy. They want 
something to make them see and feel, that 
they carmot again be robbed by infamous 
jobbers; and, until they have this, bills 
will be of no use. But, what is to become 
of all the past? Or is this bill to be, by im- 
plication, a bill of éndemmnity for the past? 
Is there no daw to punish the jobbing ras- 
cals? Blessus! no law, of any sort, by 
which they can be come at ? Why not ap- 
ply to them that most convenient and ac- 
commodating thing, called the law of libel ? 
Give me a file of news-papers,.or go to 
Peel’s Coflee-House, and I will’ engage 
you shall have some thousands of adver-. 
tisements for the purchase and sale of of- 
fices under government. I have, several 
times, pointed out to the ministry these 
scandalous advertisements. I have, more 
than once, taken them for mottos, a sort of 
text, whereon to preach a political sermon 
to them. I have asked why the authors 
of those advertisements were not called 
upon. No notice has ever been taken of 
my representations. Nay, on the very da: 

when Mr. Wardle’s Charges were brous ht 
forward; so late as that day, and after 
the charges had been stated, Mr. Perceval 
seemed to think very lightly of the matter. 
He said, that, zn this great metropolis, there 
were “ foolish people,’ who were, by such 
advertisements, induced to throw away 
their money ; but, as to the actual sale of 
places, he scouted the idea. Not a word 
did he, even at that late day, say about @ 
bill to prevent jobbing. ‘He now tells the 
House, that he has, for some time. thought 
of this bill. It is not, fe DAE om 
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whole of the language of himself and his 
colleagues was the language of defiance. 
Every thing they said was in opposition to 
the charges of Mr. Wardle; not a soul of 
them allowed, that corruption existed in 
any shape. No, the whole cry was, that 
a conspiracy was on foot “ against every 
thing great and noble; that Jacobinisin 
was still alive, and that what the late 
Pitt said of its malignant qualities was now 
verified ; in short, every thing that could 
be said was said to make us believe, that 
the charges had had their rise in the li- 
centiousness of the press, and in a conspi- 
racy against all the establishments of the 
country, not excepting the kingly office. 
Denial was the word; all was denial and 
defiance ; and not a breath about a bill to 
prevent jobbing. Where have the 658 
members of the House been living, that 
they, that no one of them, ever saw cause 
for such a bill before? It is strange, pass- 
ing strange, that this talk about a bill, this 
plain acknowledgment that jobbing does 
exist, should never have been made before. 
Has it sprung up, all at once, under Mr. 
Perceval and Mr. Canning and Lord 
Castlereagh ? Oh, no ! It is a very deep- 
rooted plant. Aye, and a dill will not 
grub itup. Of that the whole nation is 
convineed., 


+ 


tis of the greatest importance for the 
people, by which term 1 mean all those 
who are not in the receipt of the public 
money, or any part of it, to bear in mind 
what passed at the time when Mr. Wardle 
first brought his Charges forward. 1 was 
aware of this; I knew that every 
word then uttered would become of more 
and more consequence as the investigation 
proceeded. For this reason, I was in- 
duced to depart from my usual practice, 
and to insert the debate entire. As it can- 
not be too often read, lL w iil now remind 
the public, that the first part will be found 
at page 163, the continuation at page 196, 
and the conclusion, it I have room, at the 
close of this sheet. To this debate, astoa 
standard, | shall constantly refer. It is by 
looking back, that we are enabled to judge 
ef what we have to expect. We are too 
aptalways to forget the past. When any 
thing of interest arises, we attach our at- 
tention solely to that; but this is wrong ; 
for, in fact, we see but half the thing with- 
out taking into view what bas gone before. 
——This being my opinion, I wiil now 
endeavour to lead the abused peeple back 
to the beginning of the formal, pudlic 
complaints, made in behalf of the Duke of 
York against the press; and, this is the 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Duke of York. [234 








—_—- -— 


more necessary, because it seems to me. 
that every public writer appears to have 
forgotten them. For more than a year 
past there have been, occasionally, little 
ditty pamphlets, complaining of ibels a. 
gainst the Duke of York; but, they were 
so insuflerably stupid, that no man of sense 
thought it worth his while to notice them, 
‘In the month of August, however, 
when there had been published sone 
pretty bold paragraphs against the Duke's 
being sent to Spain, there was publishe: ; 
pamphlet, entitled “ A pain statement 
‘OF THE CONDUCT OF THE 








MINISTRY AND 
“THE OPPOSITION TOoWaRDs Hts Roya 
« Tichness THE Duxe or York,” = It was 


in this pamphlet, as the public will not 
soon forget, that it was stated, that there 
existed “ a family council, a domestic cabi- 
net,’ to protect the king even against his 
ministers; that the Queen was at the head 
of this council, and the Duke of Yorka 
leading meiwnber of it, The pamphlet 
states, in substance, that the date ministry 
wished, and even attempted, greatly to 
abridge the power of the Duke of York; and, 
observe it well, the writer adds, “ that his 
“ royal highness deemed it necessary to thro. 
« himself upon the protection of his ROY Al. 
« FATHER ; and that the proposed me 
« sure of the Grenville party was thus de 
« feuted by the immediate interposition, not 9 
« say the COMMAND of his Majesty.” |i 
is Of great importance; it is of incalcule- 
ble importance, that we now look back to 
these publications. But, the part of this me- 
morable pamphlet (the writer of which hes 
never been prosecuted) adapted more imme- 
diately to our present purpose, is that which 
relates to the complaints, made by ths 
writer against both ministries for NOT !%- 
TERFERING WITH THE NEWS-PA- 
PERS, in order to prevent publications again t 
the Duke. Every word of this part of the 
pamphlet is now to be re-perused and tre* 
sured up inthe memory. Here is the pax 
sage, and I do beseech the people of this 
kingdom to read it over and over again.— 
‘These incessant attacks could not bu! 
very seriously affect his royal highnes 
and after having maintained a dignified 
reserve as long as human patience could 
support it, he at length found it necessa'y 
to demand an inquiry into his conduct. 
—Notiing could be so ridieulous as the 
atlected astonishment of the minist’y 
upon this demand. Who has presume 

to attack the interest or the reputatio? 
of your royal highness? There aré lars 
te the country to which your royal highne 
“muy appeal, Why should there be 4 
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charge? Why should the ignorance or 
F« malig gnity of the daily papers be raised 
into “the consequence and dignity of 
having called forth an official inguiry ? 
If any thing has been said or written 
against your royal highness, of which 
© « ail his majesty’s ministers must solemn- 
/“ly disavow even any knowledge, the 
"> « Attorney General should be ordered 
 « forthwith to commence a prosecution ; 
« aixl if your roval highness be unwilling 
E “ person: ally to give your instructions And 
> «that officer of the crown, they may be giv en 
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«creary. But his majesty v's” ministers 
« wall think themselves deficient in a 
' «due sense of what they owed to their 
| “own dignity as his majesty’s counse ‘Hor S, 
cif they adopted a popular rumou as 
 suflicient grounds for an official inquiry. 
Well, this was pretty well, I think. 
W hat more did this writer wish them to 
do? He will tell us directly, in speaking 
of what he says has been the conduct of 
the present ministry, upon a similar occa- 
sion. «It may be ‘urged, indeed, in 
“reply to all that has been said above, 
“ that the attacks complained of, have not 
“ been made with the knowledge, and still 
“loss with the consent or concurrence of 
“ his majesty’s ministers ; that they are all 
“of them too honourable men to concur 
“ia such a system of anonymous attack : 
“ that such a system, moreover, could an- 
“ swer no conceivable purpose ; that the 
“ m) Inistry are too strong in public opinion 
“and confidence, to require the assistance 
‘of such unw orthy arts. -Ina word, that 
‘such a persecution, and so indirec tly 
put into operation, can have no purpose, 
‘and therefore that it is a reasonable in- 
‘ference that it has no existence. To 
‘this it must be answered, that when his 
‘royal highness made similar representa- 
“ tions, under the late ministry, the all- 
“ swer was uniformly, that his majesty’s 
‘ ininisters were totally ignorant of the 
“very existence of the facts alleged ; that 
“ the law was open to his royal highness, 
‘and that the Attorney General might be 
“instructed to prosecute ;_ that they had 
“ no influence or authority over the free 
‘press; and that they advised his royal 
. highness to hold all such libellous accu- 
“ sation in the contempt which it merited. 
—~It is notorious, however, notwith- 
“ standing all this disavowal, that the free 
“ press, as it zs called, and as & should be, 
“13 almost equally divided between the two 
* leading partics in the country, and that the 
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ministers «nd the opposition have the same 
influence, NOT TO SAY AUTHORITY, 
over them as if they were THE ACTUAL 
EDITORS. Has any instance ever oc- 
curred, in which a billet from Downing- 
strect has been refused admission, and if ree 
quired, an ample confirmatory comment, 
Sev all the ‘Treasury papers? And 
will any, either of the ministry or the 
opposition, declare, upon their honour 
as gentlemen, that they bave no autho - 
rity or weight with the public papers ? 
Whence does it happen, that the honour 
of parties is not the same with that of 
individuals, and that a party will asseet 
conjunctively, what’ every individual of 
that party knows to be false? W hy | iS 
there not the same point of honour with 
a party as with an individual ?———The 
indecent language in the daily papers, 
is certainly not from the mouth of the 
ministers. It is impossible that men of 
honourable stations should descend to 
such terms, and to such anonymous acri- 
mony. We are persuaded that his royal 


highness most fully acquits his majesty’s 


ministers of any immediate participation 
in such libels. But the encouragement, 
the countenance, the impunity, of these li- 
bellers, is the efficient cause of the whole. 

Would the Editors of the Daily Papers 

thus write, unless they were persuaded that 
they were advocating a cause generally pleas- 
ing to their patrons ? As to a legal reme- 
dy for this torrent of libel and invec- 
tive, though a jury of his countrymen 
would visit the libellers with merited pu- 
nishment, his royal highness, we believe, 
will not be lightly persuaded to intro- 
duce a practice which he has never 
approved. There have been perhaps 

already too many government prosecu- 
tions, and a pre -cedent mi iv thus be con- 
stituted, which, much to the injury of 
the free press, may be hereafier acted 
unon. Add to this that there may be 
innumerable allusions, inuendoes, and 
even assertions, which may have sub- 
stance enough to wound, and that most 
deeply, but are not palpable enough for the 
visitation of the law. ‘The libelles ‘rs of his 
royal highness have been too long prac- 

tised in their school, to commit them- 
selves to the hands of a jury. Let any 
man of honest feelings read some of the 
cold-blooded articles which have lately 
appeared in many of the daily papers, 

and then answer, if his indignation be 
not moved by their savage malignity— 
yet are these libels conceived in terms 


so studiously picked and culled, as to clude 
































. * 


939) 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Duke of York. 


[249 


6 the just vengeance of the law ——llow ma- } lim’ to the editors of the newspapers! 
~ | Foh! itis so rank, it so stinks of meanness, 


' a shee t 
“ny sunjects, moreover, are there WillC.l, 


‘ 


«however ero siv offensive to all honour- 


, , a eee + the 
« able feeling, cannot be produced to the | 


Let any man 
i 
how maby sidhe- 


} iV 4 { aA iC ral trl lie 


' 
ae yay yi fy 
j ' 


tit to Lis own mind— 
dervous reports are daily in circulation 


‘to the rum of the peace 


} 


hut tor which 


Ol iUhictt ulbappy obj ct. 
4 > : 2. 
rer is yet unwilling tO make his 


vs ot his country. 

and indiscriminating 
publicity in law, from whi 
DELICACY cannot but avert. Wis royal 
‘highness bas indeed suffered much, but 
‘fhe wiil suffer still should 


more, Wwe 


that one’s bowels are disordered at the 
thought, especially when imputed to 
modern “ CoRIOLANL s.”’ | am not-for 


| appeals to the law, respecting matters of 


and ¢ har cter | 


hamind of any | 


this sort ; but, something should certainly 
be done by the real friends of the Duke of 
York, to convince the world, that this 
part at least, of the pamphleteer’s state- 
ments is false. I, for my part, shall any. 
iously wait for the contradiction, and shall 
hasten to give it to the world. What! (I 


| cannot get it out of my mind) go to the 


think, betore he can pe rsuade himself | 


to callon the avs of his country.” —__——— 
X} ression of this 
Ile seems to allow, that 
of the Duke that 


ibel law can lay its fangs upon, 


yy here we have an 
vriter’s 
nothin 
evch oul 


WI hye ‘. 


| , y 
cy has been suid 


or, at least, with a fair chance of success ; 
and, therefore, as the newspapers are, as hie 

' completely at the command of the 
two parties, as if the leaders of those parties 
were the actual editors; and as, with re- 
gard to the Treasury papers, “ a billet 
‘from Downing Street is never refused 
‘admittance, accompained, if required, by 
“an ample confirmatory comment,” he 
would have had orders issued tron Down- 
my Street, to those papers, to insert cer- 
tain billcts and to refuse others, relating to 
the Duke of York.——This write? must be 


an enemy ot the Duke, under the mask of 


friendship ; for is it possible to form an 
wien of any thing more low, more mean, 
pre shabby, more scurvy, more dirty, 
more base, than’ going to a ministry, and 
asking them to obtain the publication or 
the suppre SslO1} of paragraphs, respecting 
him, in prints, which he must regard as 
being edited by the most venal of man- 
kind? As if he had said to himse lf: no: 
the dew will not do; the law cannot find 
any hold in the publications against me, 
ana beside I do not like the publicity of 
law ; I will, therefore, have recourse to 
corruption ; Twill, by the means of influ- 
ence purchased with the public money, 
cla gor i word trom those whom I despise. 
luis is what this writer unputes to the 
Duke of York, and this he does under the 
mask of friendly compassion. This he does 
under the pretence of defending the royal 
chichain against the attacks of his calum- 
niators, I go not believe that anv act more 
base Was ever before imputed to any human 
being, What, go sn aking to the ministry 


o Beg of them to speak a good word for 


| ministry to supplicate their meterference 
i 


with the public papers! It is such an 
abominable story ; such atrocious slander, 
that surely it will be speedily contradict- 
ed.—Such is the passage, and such 
were my remarks upon it at the time. 
To this the writer added, in a very positive 
and peremptory tone, that the ministry 
and opposition, must, when parliament 


/}met, both DISAVOW the attacks of th 


' 


| 


press upon the- Duke. How far this positive 
pre diction, not to call it a threat, has been 
fulfilled, [leave the people to"judge, when 
they have again carefully looked over 
the debate upon Mr. Wardie’s Charges, 
bearing in mind, at the same time, the 
disavowal of Mr. W. Smith, in the name of 
his party, the anger of Mr. Whitbread, 
at being suspected to have given encou- 
ragement to Mr. Wardle, and the declara- 
tion of Mr. Sheridan, relative to a foul 

conspiracy.”’——Here then, People of 


England, you have seen the origin of all 
l, 


' e . . 
| these complaints against the press ; I mean 


the tirst formal] published complaint. Since 
that publication Masor Hocan’s Pamphlet 


| edited by the able pen of Mr. Finnerty, 


has appeared. In 


consequence of thai 


_pamphlet many prosecutions by the -At- 


i 


| petticoat promotions ; 


torney General have been commenced. 
Major Hogan’s pamphlet boldly speaks of 
it states, that the 


| Major, who is proved, by letters from niost 


respectable superiors, to be a man of long 
and very meritorious services, told the 


| Duke, that his long-sought promotion 


might have been obtained, at a reduced 


| price, if he had, like others, chosen to dis- 
grace himself by applying to petticoat 


influence ; that the Major’ was ready. to 


, Produce to the Duke proof that promotions 
/ were thus disposed of; that the Duke 
_ made no answer to him ; and that he (Major 
| Hogan) has never been called on for his prodf. 
| There could be no harm at all in the Ma- 
| jor’s saying, that- he~ stated this ‘to the 
Duke; the harm consisted in his ‘stating, 
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never called for his proots; and, @f this 
| statement was fulse, it was very-wicked and 
richly deserving of punishment ; because 
ithe direct and inevitable tendency of it 
Pwas to cause itto be b+ lieved, that such 
villainous influencé, influcnce so manifest- 
Ply disgraceful and injurious to both the 
Parmy and the public, was vu weth the 
knowledze and connivance of the Duke, than 
Fwhich a heavier charge could not have 
‘been preferred against mortal existing. 
>It must be confessed, that this 
Ppamphlet had a wonderfully great effect 
Pall over the country. | recommended it to 
the attention of my readers ; because I 
Horesaw, that, whether true or false, it 
buust finally bring to an open discussion, 
that question, whieh had, for several years, 
Deen agitated in private, and of the im- 
portance of which question I from my cor- 
yespondence, was better ‘able to judge 
Mhan the public in’ general. Prosecutions 
Avere now resorted to, in which prosecu- 
dions Mr. Finnerty, and the printer and 
venders of Major Hogan’s pamphlet are in- 
volved, and of course, were so involved at 
tie date of Mr. Wardle’s bringimg for- 
Ward his charges, But, in the meanwhile, 
many people appear to have been busy 
n their inquiries; and, at last Mr. 
Vardle, who had been successful in his 
houmés, comes before the parlipiment, 
bid, without applying to any party for 
Bupport, or assistance, boldly makes the 
Peowplaint, and prefers the charges, in the 
Dane of a burdened, an injured, and 
@isulted people. Now. then, we come 
bo the reception which those Charges’ met 
Ph upon their first appearance. They 
Pere stated with a degree of frankness un- 
paralleled. The accuser not only expli- 
itly stated the nature of the several cases ; 
ae cave the details; and he even named 
is witnesses; leaving to the accused every 
sible advantage, especially if we con- 
Bder of what description -those witnesses 
“re, what was their situation in life, and 
Fiat was their manifest interest. as con- 
‘cted with the cases whereon they were 
P be called, it being almost impossible 
lat'scarcely any one of them should sup- 
rt the charges, without, in the same 
Cath, proclaiming their own infamy, or, 

best, their meariness. This proce- 
re, so frank, so honest, so manifestly free 
om all desire to take advantage, was met 
ith observations on the “ hewcy responsi- 
'y”” to which the accuser had exposed 
‘uself'; with charges against unnamed 
/4covin conspirators,’ who had formed a 
































that the Duke made him no answer, and 
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settled scheme for writing and talking 
down the Duke of York, the army, and all 
the establishments fa ‘the country ; with 
the severest censure upon thé press, the 
recent “ licentiousness’’ of which was re- 
presented as'surpassing that of all former 
times, and the benefits of the freedom of 


| which were, in the opumons of very good 
/ men, overbalanced by the evils of its hcen- 


tiousness ; with representations of the dfs 
ficulty of producing convietions for obvious 
libels. Nor, must we fail to keep fresh in 
our minds, that, just before the parliament 
met, and while so many persons were 
under government-prosecution for alledged 
libels upon the Duke of York, we saw 
daily advertised in all the news-papers, 
‘‘ THOUGHTS ON LIBELS, ON JURIES, and or 
« the DIPFICULTIES Qf PRODUCING CONVIC< 
* TION in the case of libel,’ which Thoughts 
were “dedicated: to the Duke of York and 
« Albany,” and published by Ecerrox, 
the Horse-Guards bookseller. At the 
same time, just upon the eve of the meet- 
ing of parliament, a person of the name of 
Wuarrton, said to be the same who is 
Chairman of the Committee of the House 
of Commons, published a pamphlet enti- 
tled, “ Remarks on the Jacobinical ten- 
“dency of the Hdinburgh Review, ina letter 
“to the Earl of Lonsdale;’’ in which stu- 
pid Letter the author talks of libels, and of, 
settied schemes, on the part of the press,. 
to overthrow the establishments of the 
country. Wherennto these publica- 
tions tended was evident enough. ‘Their 
natural tendency, supposing them to have 
answered the purpose for which they were 
written, was, first to create in the public 
mind, an alarm for the internal peace and 
safety of the country ; to cause it to be 
believed, that, somewhere or other, there 
was a conspiracy brooding against the go- 
vernment ; that this conspiracy was aided, 
in its diabolical views, by the press; that, 
of course, it was the duty of juries to get 
over the dificulties which had heretofore 
been experienced in the producing of con- 
viction in cases of libel; and if all this 
should fail, to prepare the minds of the 
public for new, and still more severe laws, 
with respect to the press, providing a com- 
plete security for every great offender in 
future. That such was the tendency of 
these publications ig quite clear, and, I 
think, there can be very little doubt of its 
having been their principal, if not their 
sole, object. This object has, by Mr, 
Wardle’s exertions, been, for the present, at 
least, defeated. ‘The Lord Chancellor has 
declared, in his place, in the House of 
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Lords, that the laws in existence, relative | 


to the press, 
it. And, well might he make the declara- 


| 
j 
tion! For, what further checks can be de- | 
| 


vised, what greater dangers a writer or pab- 


lisher can be exposed to, without establish- | 


of transportation without trial, such as they 
have ot Calcutta, Iam ata loss to discover. 
We cannot now plead the truth in justifica- 
tion of what we write and publish. It has 
now been proved, thanks tu Mr. Wardle, 
that there has, for years and years, been 
carried on a regular trade in military com- 
missions and in appointments of all sorts. 
But, if Thad happened to Auow, that French 
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ing, at once, an imprimatur, and the power | ! on it 
| creasing, until they arrived at the pitch ia 
| which they now appear before us. 
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posure ; but, the press being enslaved so 


are a sufficient check upon | far as not to dare to speak the truth; as 


not to dare to utter what might hurt ihe 
feelings of any one, whether guilty or not; 
this being so notoriously the case, there 
was no danger of exposure, and, of course, 
the corruption and profligacy went on in. 


There is one way, and that a most ef. 
fectual one, of silencing the press; of 
silencing both writers and talkers; namely, 


| by reforming; by taking from the peoples 


the grounds of complaint; by ceasing to 
wrong and to insult them. But, this isa 
way that never seeins to have been thought 





and Sandon gave money to Mrs. Clarke | 


for their letter of service, and that, in con- 
sequence of that bribe, they obtained their 
levy from the Duke of York; if I had 
happened to know this; if I had stated it ; 
and if I had been prosecuted by the Attor- 
ney General for the statement, I should 
not have been‘able, according to the pre- 
sent practice of the law, to produce, in 
my defence, the proof of the truth of my 
stusement, nor would my accusers have been 
called upon for proof of their talshood. Al) 
that would have been requisite to my con- 
viction would have been the proof that I 
was the proprietor of the paper, and a 
thorough opinion, in the minds of the 
jury, that my statement was of a sort to 
hurt the reputation, or even the feelings, of 
either of the parties; and, thus, I might 
have been torn from my family, and shut 
up in Gloucester or Dorchester jail for 


years, as a sacrifice to the wounded feclings of 


@ peculuting pump. And yet, there are 
mep, who have the assurance to tell us, 
that the press zs still too free ; and that the 
difficulties in the way of conviction, in cases 
ef libel, are stil too great! Had not 
this, such as 1 have described it, been the 





state of the press; had not the danger of 


publishing truth been so great; can any 
one believe, that the enormities, the atro- 
cious deeds, that have now come to light, 
would have been carried on for so many 
oe ? 
etters upon the subject; but, I had no 
taste for either Gloucester or Dorchester 
jail; and, therefore, the knowledge thus 
communicated to me, was confined to my 
own indignant breast, or, at most, ex- 
tended a little by the means of conversa- 
tion. If truth had not been a Libel, those 
injuries to the nation would have been 
stopped in time, or, rather, they never 
would have had an existence. They would 
have been prevented by the oo of ex- 





Why, I have had hundreds of 


of. It is all to be done by force; by the 
| law, or by the bayonet. These may 
| silence, but they never convince ; they 
smother for a while, but they do not ex- 
tinguish the fire of discontent ; as the fate 
of all the old corrupt governments of the 
continent has clearly demonstrated.— 
Conspiracy against the establishments, in- 
deed! No, no! There. is no jacobinical 
conspiracy: it is a conspiracy of such 
persons as the Reverend Drs. Glasse, and 
| ©’ Meara, and the Reverend Mr. Beazley, 
| who, when they took priests orders, de- 
| clared, that they were thereunto moved by the 
| 


ee 





Holy Ghost. \t is these persons, if what 

has been given in evidence be true ; It 18 
| these, and such-like persons, who are Col- 
spiring against the established church. lt 
is impossible, that the people should be- 

lieve, that these are the only mstances ol 
| the kind that have existed ; it is impossl- 
| ble, that the general opinion should not 
| be, that many of the clergy have been pre 
| ferred by the means, which were emp!) 
| ed in behalf of these persons ; and, as the 
people cannot know precisely where ' 
fix, it will necessarily follow, that thei 
suspicions will fall upon the clergy a 4 
body; and, then, who can be surprized, ! 
the churches should become quite, instead 
of three-fourths, deserted? It is a very 
great hardship upon the worthy part “ 
the clergy, that they should suffer in ' 
} putation from this cause ; but, it is ine’ 
table now, and the blame wil] mot lie up 
the people, but on those, who have ¢*” 
‘ried on, who have winked at, and who 
have tolerated, these corruptions. —~ 
These observations apply to the army also, 
the _Sguata character of the officers © 
which must greatly sufler from what " 
now come to light. Who can tell which 
officer has, and which has not, obtain 
his promotion by bribing or pimp!’ 
Mr. Yorke said, there was a conspiracy ® 
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ot 


'write down the army, through the Duke 
- of York. What is the House of Commons 


atnow? Is not it hard at work to pull 
down the reputation of the officers of the 
army? After this, is it possible, that the 
people should think, as they before thought, 
of rank in the military profession? Nay, 
is it possible, that the non-commissioned 
oficers and soldiers should not have a quite 
new set of ideas respecting their officers ¢ 
Is it not shocking, that the backs of hun- 
dreds of our brave countrymen should be 
committed to the power of a wretch, who 
has been base enough to purchase that 
power with a bribe to a kept-mistress ! 
The case of good and honourable men, 


© who hold offices in the army is very hard. 


At present it is impossible to know, who 
are the petticoat officers and who are not. 
‘The suspicions of the public and the sol- 
diers must be divided amongst the whole 
body of officers; and the ‘whole body 
inust suffer accordingly. Was it not then, 
with good reason, that Sir Francis Bur- 
pert, in the last session of parliament, 
wished to provide some legal checks upon 
the power of the Commander in Chief? 
-——The same reasoning will still apply 
to the Royal Family itself. It is not pos- 
sible, that the people should look upon 
that Family with the same eyes that they 
did before this explosion took place. 
First, the Duke of York is one of that 
family. Next, the question, how the rest 


«) the family never came to hear of any of 


‘ese corruptions, must, and will, pass through 
tue mind of every man in the kingdom. 
I wish to guard my readers, and, as far as 
1 am able, the people in general, from 
any hasty suspicions of this sort. A fa- 
ther and mother are, generally, the last 
who bear of the faults of their children. 
Nove of us would think it just to be sus- 
pectéd of participating in the vices of our 
sons and daughters. But, we may be 
reasonably allowed to ask, what the ad- 
‘isers of the king have been about all this 
time? Where they have lived, what so- 
Clety they have frequented, that they 


have never discovered the existence of 


any part of all that, which has now been 
brought to light ?- If there was such a 
writing and such a talking against the Duke 
of York, was it not their duty to have in- 
quired into the matter ? and, had they not 
all the means of coming at the truth? 
When they saw the statements of Major 
logan, ought they not to have sent for 
Major Hogan, and have examined him 
“pon the subject? Did not their duty to 
e king, as his sworn advisers, demand 
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this at their hands? The pamphlet enti- 
tled © a Prain Srarement, &c.”’ says, in- 
deed, that the date ministry made an at- 
tempt to abridge the power of the Duke, and 
that a stop was put to their project “ by 
‘“‘ the immediate interference of the king ;”” 
but, their duty was, to go to the king 
with a full and fair representation of the 
reasons why they wished to abridge that 
power. ‘To state painful truths is what a 
faithful counsellor is wanted for. ‘There 
are always people enough about a court to 
flatter, and to tell what is pleasing to the 
ear of a king ; and, how many kings have 
we seen come tumbling from their thrones, 
in only a few weeks after their flaiterers 
had tanght them to believe, that all was 
safety ! If the king had had wise and 
upright advisers, should we have ever 
seen a grant like that mentioned in ile 
motto to this sheet ? Such advisers would 
not have failed to perceive, and to pomt 
out to their master, the bad impressien 
which such a grant of the -public money, 
at a time like the present, must have upon 
the minds of his people. Such advisers 
would have reminded him, that the people 
could not fail to ask what services this lady 
(though a virtuous person, and whose case 
is a very hard onc) had performed for them, 
or for the crown, to merit such an income 
out of the public purse, at a time when the 
Captains of the Navy are supplicating: for a 
sinall addition to their pay. Such ad- 
visers would have pressed upon the king, 
who would, we must believe, have, at 
once, followed their advice, to abstain from 
all grants, either direct or indirect, to his 
own family, while his people were so 
heavily burdened, and while fresh sacri- 
fices of their coinforts, and even necessa- 
ries, were annually called for, upon the 
ground of their being wanted for the de- 
fence of the country against a foreign in- 
vader. If the king had had wise and 
upright advisers, should we ever have seen 
the news-papers announcing, under the 
head of “ court news,’ the movements of 
Mrs. Jonpan and her family, backward and 
forward, between Bushy Park and St. James’s 
Palace? If the king had had wise and up- 
right advisers, should weever have seen 
publications, like the following, circulated 
through all the news-papers of the kingdom ! 
«The Duke of Ciarence’s birth-day was 
« celebrated with much splendourin Bushy 
« Park, on Thursday. The grand ha!! was 
« entirely new fitted up, with bronze pilas- 
“ ters, and various marble-imtitations; the 
“ ceiling very correctly clouded, and: the 
« whole illuminated with some brilliant 
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* movem 


‘ imnstruments. 


‘the Attorney General, Colonels 
‘and M’Mahon, Serjeant Marshall, and 
‘anumber of other 
‘ o'clock the second bell 


patent lamps, suspe nded from a beauti- 
ful eagle. The dining room in the right 
wing was fitted up ima modern style, 
with new elegant lamps at the different 
entrances. ‘The pleasure ground was 
disposed for the oc¢ asion, and the ser- 
vants had new liveries. 


rived in caravans; after dressing them- 
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In the morning | 
the Dukes of York’s and Kent's bands ar- | 


selves and dining, they went into the | 


pleasure grounds, and play d alternately 
some charming pieces. The Duke of 
Kent’ plays d 
fy Hlaydn’s Oratorio of 
arranged, by command 


nts from 
the CREATION, 
of his Royal Hi: ss, for a band of wind 
About five the 
Prince ot Vi ale the 
Kent, Sussex, and Cambridge, Colone!| 
Paget, &c. arrived, from reviewing THE 
GERMAN LEGION, 

dressed for dinner, they walked in the 
ls, accompanied by the 
Lord Chancellor, Marl and Countess of 
Athlone and vhter, Lord Leicester, 


Baron Hotham and Lady, Baron Eden, 


o clo« k 


pleasure groun 
1} 
i 


J 
, 
GU 


ersons. At seven 
announced the 
dinner, when THE PRINCE took MRS. 
JORDAN by the hand, led her into the din- 


‘mg room, and seated her at the head of the 
‘ table. 
‘ right hand, and the Duke of York at her 


‘The Prince took his seat at her 


left; the Duke of Cambridge sat next to 
the Prmce, the Duke of Kent next to 


‘the Duke of York, and the Lord Chan- 


cellor next to his Royal Highness. The 
DUKE OF CLARENCE sat at the foot of 
the table. ——1t is hardly necessary to say 
the table was sumptuously covered with 
every thing the season could 
The bands played on the lawn, close io 
the dining-room window. The populace 
were permitted to enter the pleasure 
grounds to behold the Royal Banquet, 
while the presence of Messrs. Towns- 
hend, Sayers, and Macmanus, preserved 
the most correct decorum. The Duke’s 
NUMEROUS FAMILY were introduced, 
and admired by the Prince, the Royal 
Dukes, and the whole company ; an in- 
fant in arms, with a most beautiful white 
head of hair, was brought into the dining- 
room by the nursery maid. After dinner 
the Prince gave “ The Duke of Cla- 
rence,’ which was drank with three times 
three. The Duke gave “ The King,’ 
which was drank in a similar manner. 
A discharge of cannon from the lawn 


. 


‘ & 


some of the choruses and | 


Dukes of York, | 


Atter thev had | 







{248 
« followed. “The Queen and Princes. 
“« ses.’—“ The Duke of York and the 
« Army.” His Royal Highness’s band 
«then struck up Ais celebrated march,” 
__-This article was contained in the 
Courier news-paper of the 3rd of Auyust, 
1806; and, as the people will have ob- 
served, many such articles have appeared 
since, while not one of them has been 
contradicted. Now, if there was any truth 
in such statements, would not wise and 
upright -counsellors have advised the king 
to put astop to the grounds of such state- 
ments? Must not the people, upon read- 
ing such accounts, call to mind the king’s 
Proclamation for the suppression of Vice; 
and also, as if the laws were insufficient 
for keeping the common people in order, 
the erection of self-created societies for 
the purpose ? And, will they not now ask 
of those pious societies, why, when they 
were pursuing the poor whores with thei 
day-light lanthorns, they never thought 


_ of a lanthorn for Gloucester Place ? These 


Pavet | 


aflord. 





godly gentlemen, no small part of whom, 
by-the-bye, derive their incomes from the 
public purse, appear to have eyes so con- 
structed as to see vice only when she is 
accompanied with poverty. They fish 
with a net that will hold nothing but the 
small fry. There is one of Mrs. Jor- 
DAN’s sons in the navy, and another in the 
army. The latter has been described to 
me as a very little boy. A gentleman, 
who saw him in Spain, described him as 
not being much bigger than a son of mine 
who is only about ten years of age. He 
must, however, be older, aud, it is proba- 
ble, that he is fourteen years of age, or 
more. But, then, observe, he is a cornet 
in the tenth Regiment of Lt. Dragoons, 
of which the Prince of Wales is Colonel ; 
that he is even the second cornet upon the 
list; and that, according to the army-lis! 
now before me, he is senior to four other 
cornets. When in Spain, he was an aid- 
de-camp, and, a gentleman who frequently 
had occasion to see the quarters of the 
dragoons, saw his name upon a door, si gnify- 
ing that the apartment was his, a mark of 
distinction not used by common subaltern offi- 
cers. Yet, this person could, by those 
subalterns, and by the officers in general, 
be looked upon as no other than the soo 
of Mrs. Jorpan ; than the son of a play- 
actress; than the son of a person, whom, 
but a day or two, perhaps, before their 
departure from England, several of those 
officers had seen, in the character of Nett 
Jopson, pawing Bannister’s dirty face- 


Aye, Mr. Yorke, say what you like, 
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the things that create 
these are the thin: gs 
that gall; these are the things that sting 
the soul; and sting they will in spite of all 
that can be said or preached about jacobi- 
Oh, Sir! We, surely, 
we, surely, are not 


B24) 


these, these are 


of those, who participate in corruptions, 


a like those that have come to light, we ail 


fecl alike with respect to these things. 


"No. Sir, the “ illustrious House of Bruns- 


1\ ick” 


is in no danger from conspiracies 
amongst the people, or any part of the 
P people. Writers and talkers have no power 
/io hurt any thing established, any thing 


© settled by law, and defended by all the 


constables and judges and an army to boot, 


unless that establishment wndermine itself. 
«P| ilosophy, ” Sir Francis Burdett eb- 
served, in one of his early speeches, in an- 


' swer to those who ascribed the fall of the 


> old French government to the writings of 
© an anti-christian philosophical conspiracy ; 


D Philosophy has nosuch trophies to boast ; 


> “ the trophies are due solely to the corrup- 


“ tion and profligacy of those, who have 


© “fallen a sacrifice to the vengeance of a 
. ad oul at first discontented, next indig- 


‘nant, next enraged, and at last, enfuriated, 
) “urged on bya mad and indiscriminating 
) “ spirit of revenge.” From sucha ca tae 
1 ophe, Sir, God preserve the Royal Family 
of England! But, Sir, let no part of that 
lamily disregard the feelings of the people. 
et them bear i in mind the words of Burke : 
“ What a base and foolish thing it is for 
‘any consolidated body of authorit y to 
Say, or to act as if it said: «1 will put 
‘ty trust, not in mine own virtue, but in 
your patience’; I will indulge in effemi- 
‘nhacy, in indolence, in corruption ; - J will 
‘ give way to all my perverse and vicious 
‘humours ; because you cannot punish me 
“ without ruining yourselves.”’ These words, 
' Written in letters to be read at half a mile 
distance, should be seen upon the top of 
every public edifice. They should be im- 
printed on the hearts of princ es, and of all 
Persons in authority. Yet; indirect contra- 
5 diction to the wise precept contained in 
f them, we are continually asked, by the 
Venal writers of the day : “ how,” if we 
dts like this or that, of w hich we complain ; ; 

“how we should like ‘Baonaparté and his 
“overninent ?”” Just as ifit were necessary 
tor us to have the one: or the other ; just 
4s if we had no choice but that between 
Buonaparté and Mrs. Clarke! Of all the 
insults, which we have had to bear, this is 
the greatest. When we complain, that we 
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are not as our forefathers were, these ve- 
nal wretches do not attempt to deny the 
fact, but fall to giving us a description of 
the state of the people in France; and 
look upon their triumph as being complete, 
when they have asserted, that it is possible 
for us to be worse off than we are; that 
there is one nation in the world who have 
less liberty than we. When we complain 
of the weight of the taxes, the answer is, 
that Buonaparté would take all; and, in 
short, the tenor of the whole of the writ- 
ings of these venal scribes is, to silence 
our complaints by saying, that we must 
submit to any thing, no matter what, or 
that Buonaparté shall come and put chains 
round our legs and necks. And is it 
reasoning like this, or rather, these impu- 
dent and insulting assertions, that will in- 
duce us cheerfully to give up the neces- 
saries of life, and she d our blood in the 
country’s defence? “ The country,” says 
Berke , in the passage above quoted from ; 
‘'The country, to be saved, must lave 
“warm advocates and passionate defenders, 
“which heavy discontented acquiescence 
“ never can produce.” if this proposition 
did not carry in itself the evidence of 
its truth, that truth would now, one would 
think, have been forced by experience, 
the teacher even of fools, upon every mind. 
The map of Europe iaid before us, where 
is the spot, which does not aflord an 
awful lesson to those, who are still dis- 
posed “ to put their trust in the pa- 
tience of the people? ” who are still dis- 
posed to say, or to act as if they said,” 
“ we will give way to all our pe rverse and 
« vicious humours, because you cannot punish 
“us without the hazard of ruining your- 
« selves ?’ On how many a spot will that 
map enable us to lay our fingers, where 
the people, whose patience had been ex- 
hausted, who had long been yielding “ a 
heavy and discontented acquiescence,” 
have been disposed to punish, aye, and 
have punished, their rulers at all hazards, 
and that too, without appearing to care 
whether or not their own ruin would be 
the consequence ! With these lessons be- 
fore them, what must we think of those 
whose language tends to encourage such 
of the great as indulge in their -vicious 
humours ; instead of warning them of their 
danger ? ‘These are the real enemies of the 
king’s family and government; these are 
the “real ene mies of « the iHaetrions house of 
Brunswick ;”’ these, who, when they should 
speak w bolesome truths to them, pour in 
their ears the poison of flattery ;. these, 
who, when they should recommend to 
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them conciliating language and conduct, 
urge them on to repreachful words and 
vindictive deeds ; these, who, when they 
should show their gratitude for the timely, 
the gentle, the buinble, admonitions of 
the press, fall to loading it with accusa- 
tions, and turn against it every shaftin the 
quiver of the law.——What would have 
been the course of wise counsellors, even 
at the late hour, when Mr. Wardle pre- 


ferred the accusations? They would have | 


begged him to stay his public proceed- 


ings; they would have verified the truth | 


wiih his assistance ; they would then have 
made, i) A Inessage from the king himself, 
a canJid statement, to the parliament and 
the people, of the whole of the circumstan- 
ces, however painful to state; and then, 
as coming trom the king, they would have 
proposed, and atonce adopted ; such mea- 
sures, as to thé past as well as the future, 
as would have drawn irom the people an 
unanimous exclamation of “ this is just.” 
Hiow ciflerent 
course rave been from the effect of the 
course which has been pursued ? How 


very diferent with respect to the whole of 
the government and the establishments of 


the kingdom, and especially with respect 
to the person and family of the king? All 


that would tlien have been gained, would, 


by this nation, never wanting in forgive- 
hess-or in gratitude, have beer received as 
a boon ; all that is now gained will be look- 
ed upon as extorted. In the former case, 
the candour of the proceeding would have 
excited confidence for the 
would even have called forth all the mild- 


lie brooding at bottom, and, in its own justi- 
fication, wall still preserve the past in all 
its hideous and hateful colours. ‘This is 
consulting human nature ; but, when did 
mitiisters and courtiers consult human na- 
ture, or any thing else but their own pas- 
sions, or their own immediate interests ? 
All the old governments of the continent 
have clung to their corruptions, til! their 
hold has been cut, till it has been hacked 
oli. ‘They have never begun to reform 
till it wastoo late ; never till compelled, and 
who is there that feels grateful for a com- 
pulsory compliance? Such a compliance 
never produces reconciliation: one party 
hates and the other suspects: the feelings 
only change bosoms: it is merely a sus- 
pension of open hostilities: the contest is 
soon again renewed ; and the final conse- 
quence is sure to be the destruction cf the go- 
Verament, or the complete absolute slavery 


—Ewe 


would the effect of this | 


future, and | 
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| of the people. Thus hasit uniformly been 
in all the struggles between a government 
and a people; and I most anxiously hope, 
that, by turning the minds of all conside. 
rate men to thoughts on @ radical and 
timely reform here, 1 may contribute iy 
some small degree, towards the salvation 
of our once happy and still beloved coun- 
ry. 


| Botley, Wednesday, 15th Feb. 1809. 





| Debate of the 27th January, concluded from 
page 203. 
He surely must be aware, that having undcr- 
taken the responsible task of submitting to 
a British House of Commons such a serious 
accusation, that whatever may be the is 
sue of its deliberation ; in whatever view 
the House shall consider che transactions 
which he has disclosed, whether they be 
refuted or substantiated, infamy must at- 
tach somewhere—either upon the accused 
or the accuser.—-From the system which has 
been deliberately pursued for some time 
past, by the enemies of h. r. h. the Com- 
mander in Chief, he had to ~congratulate 
that illustrious personage, and at the same 
‘time to thank the hon. mover, for the op- 
portunity of canvassing the subject upon 
charges preferred in a tangible shape. 
Whatever result may ensue from such ac- 
cusations, it was not to be denied, that that 
royal personage had been subjected to the 
systematic calumnies of a set of unprincipled 
| dibellers; that in their vile and malignant 
| publications he had been treated with a 
brutality of insult which almost made good 





ar | | men hesitate in deciding, whether the value of 
er feelings in mitigation of the past ; now, 
Jet the result be what it will, suspicion will } 


ig, 
a free discusston was not considerably depre- 
| ciated by the evils of its unbridled licentious- 
| ness. For the last six months scarce a day 
elapsed without some fresh attack upon 
' his honour and his feelings. ‘There was 4 
co-operation of cowardice with falsehood, 
which far exceeded the calumnious pro- 
fligacy of other times. A cowardice too 
of the basest kind, participating of the 
most depraved and odious qualities, de- 
serving of that execration which the best 
| feelings of. hunianity would pronounce 0? 
the base-assailant of female weakness, be- 
cause to direct unfounded attacks against 
those tn high authority, was nearly similat 
to.an attack on an undefended woman. !t 
was therefore, as sincerely interested |" 
the honour and reputation of his roy?! 
highness, “that he rejoiced to find that this 
uestion had taken a distinct shape, a” 
that in the due and proper place, the pe- 
riod for inculpation, and he was sure 





exculpation, iad arrived (hear! hear) !. lt 
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-as for parliament to give the subject the 
fullest inquiry, but he trusted that the hon. 
over would in the first instance, with- 
Bout any subsequent restriction, direct his 
Eproofs to the specific objects on which his 
Mcharges of that might were founded. 
© Mr. Wuirsread concurred heartily 
Yin the recommendation of the Chancellor 
Sof the Exchequer for the most public in- 
guiry. It was due to the elevated rank 
> of the illustrious personage accused, and 
> to the great interests of the country, which | 
were so implicated in the issue. The | 
P right hon. Secretary had assumed as a 
F fact, that such a conspiracy as he describ- 
Ped, .existed, and upon that assumption he 
rested all his arguments. If such a con- 
p spiracy did exist, every man must lament, 
S that such a character, elevated in rank 
F and influence, should be exposed to un- 
> merited calumny.—Still it was to be pre- 
' sumed and hoped, that a prince of the 
~ house of Hanover would prefer even suf- 
fering under such attacks, rather than 
risque the liberty of that Press to which 
_ that family and the British empire owed: 
somuch. But why was this brutality of 
insult so long suffered to continue? Were 
| the Attorney and Solicitor Generals asleep, 
and the other law officers of the crown 
asleep ? How came it that they neglected 
their duty? He was ready to give them 
credit that the omission was not intention- 
© al. (4 laugh.) There was one point in 
_ the speech of the right hon. Secretary 
from which he must dissent. It was as- 
sumed: by him, that if the result should, 
a8 he trusted, acquit his royal highness, 
his hon, friend would be zxfamous for pre- 
ferring the accusation. Such doctrine 
Was not supported either by the spirit or 
usage of the constitution. If there were 
justiiable grounds for his charge, or if in- 
formation of a strong kind was laid before 
him, it was his bounden duty, as an honest 
public servant, to act upon itin that house. 
In compliance with that sense of duty, his 
hon. friend did submit the subject to the 
House, and whatever might be the issue, 
he was convinced that not a particle of 
dishonour could attach to him (Mr. War- 
dle), There was one strong reason that 
it should go to a Committee of the House, 
Which weighed particularly with him— 
namely, that it would be impossible to select 
any set of names that would satisfy this herd 
& libellers and calumniators, of which such 
mention had been made by the right hon. 
Cretary. 
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Lord CasTLERea6H supported the opi- 
nion, that such a CONSPIRACY did 
exist, with the determined object of run- 
ning down the characters of the princes of 
the blood, and through them ¢o destroy the 
monarchical branch of the constitution.  Uave 
ing failed in. the atlempt to injure it by 
open force, they now proceeded to sap and 
undermine it by the diiiusion ot seditious 
libels, converting the noble attributes ef a 


free press to the most dangerous and detest- 


able purposes. H.r. h. the Commander 
in Chief was the principal object of their 
invective. ‘To his prejudice 
tacts were falsified, and motives attributed 
to him of which his very nature was in- 
capable. As to the observation of the 
hon. gent. that the crown lawyers had not 
done their duty in not prosecuting libel- 
lers, he had only to say, that t# was not al- 
ways easy to convict upon an obvious libel, as 
avery small portion of legal knowledge 
united with some ingenuity, would be sufh- 
cient to defeat a prosecution, When for- 
bearance was stretched to its utmost point, and 
prosecutions were commenced, the base 
libellers were found to have absconded. 
Scarce had the calumny of one of ;4em 
proceeded from the press, when the ca- 
lumniator was found to have withdrawn 
himself to America (hear! hear/). The 
motion of that night put the duke of York 
and the public in a new situation. It gave 
the subject a distinct turn, and he knew 
that that elevated personage would depre- 
cate any proceeding that did not rest upon 
steps taken in the face of day. 

After a few observations from Mr. War- 
dle, 2¢ was resolved that the House should on 
Wednesday next resolve itself into that Com- 
mitice. 

The CuHancettorn of the Excuraver 
then proposed, that the hon. gentleman 
should give in a list of the names of those 
witnesses he intended to call to substantiate 
his charge, that such persons might be 
summoned to attend atthe bar of the House 
on Wednesday next. 

Mr. Waroce (after having gone te 
the table to make out his list of witnesses, 
returned to his seat) and said that he 
thought it would be attended with no in- 
convenience to defer mentioning the wit- 
nesses till Tuesday, when he should come 
down to the House prepared to furnish the 
House with the first part of the case he 
should proceed to prove, and a list of the 
witnesses whom it might be necessary te 
examine relative to that first charge. 




















































255] POLITICAL REGIS’ 


SpaNISH RevoLuTion. — Palafox s Di is | employ our arms and risk our lives ; 
Dec. 3, | 


patch io the Central Junta. 
1808.—(continued from page \27.) 

It was apprehended that, at this 
tly V were proc ee ding to mk ik e an 
with the whole 
tion of Casa Blanca; 
nion of the troops stationed at that point, 
who, more cool and sieady thaneven during 
any other part oi the di: LY, ke pt 
fire in the olive plantation pri which 
the enemy were miming being, at the 
same time, on their guard lest it should 
prove a false retreat. But at four o’clock 
in the afternoon, the enemy filed oftin the 
direction of Alagon, prec ipitatel y quitting 
the field of battle, and le AVN behind a 
considerable que ntity of provisions, some 
baggage, a number of musket locks, and 
various other articles of military stores. 
They sustained a considerable loss of men. 
On our side, we had only one killed, and a 
few wounded. All the troops and oflicers 
conducted themse Ive ‘s with gallantry and 
soldier-like intrepidity ; and particularly 
general Don Felipe de 


moment, | 


{ 
attacK, 


) their 


the sucends of the action. The peasantry 
generously offered him theit se rvices, and 
are entitled to the highest praise, for the 
gallantry with which they saved them- 
selves from a corps of cavalry that had 
surrouited them, killing one of the ene- 
my’s horse, and cutting their w ay through 
their troops. The division that was ad- 
vancing by Zuera retreated. before dark 
towards ‘T'auste, where they -arrived at 
dusk yesterday evening, trave rsing several 
rugged mountains and marching r nine 
lea; gues in the course of the night and d: iV. 
Jt is known that another diviston, of from 
eight to ten thousand men, who were, 
doubtless, coming to reinforce the army 
that attacked this city, passed yesterday 
though Alsamen, and are to join it on the 
other side of Alagon. This is all that I 
can at present communicate to your ma- 
jesty. 

Palafox’s Proc age to the Arragonese.— 

Dec. 3, 1808. 

Tus country demands great sacrifices. 
She calls us to her assistance ; she sees no 
other defenders but her children: we are 
her only support. We should violate our 
duty to her, and to ourselves, did we not 


ee ——— ee 


| 
| 


of their force, in the direc- | 
and such was tlie opi- | 


| just return to your 
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ing 


property, in order to save her. Nobk 
Arragonese ! brave soldiers! ever read y 
to Baca” you r blood to defe ond her and Vour 
King, it is unnecessary for me to remini 
you “of sacred duties which you have never 
forgotten, but the important charge wh, 


you have contided to me, and MY anxious 


desires to fulfil my duty, and to makea 4 
attachment, do io 


| permit me to leave unemployed any meas 








Saint March, who | 
upon this oceasion displ: ved his military | 
talfats, and his characteristic judg sment in | 
the dispositions which he made to ensure | 














that may contribute. to deliver you fron 
those perfidious wretches who, already sets 
ting themselves in opposition to our de- 
termini: ations, already indifferent to. the 
erand eause which we are defending, gi 

utterance to sentiments little contformab!e 
to our tried loyalty. 1 therefore ordain 
and command:—1. That all the inhal 
tants of this city, of every rank and co- 
dition, shall consider themselves bound to 
devote to its defence their persons, ai 
perty, and lives: the rich and great le 
ing a helping hand to the poor, fostering 

and assisting them, contributing to cover 
their nakedness, and to enable thei Ww 
maintain their respective posts ; thus per- 


forming a sacred duty, en} coined by ni atural 


aflection, and recommended by the holy 
religion which we profess ; and, at the 
same time, remunerating iem for the 2 al 
with which they defend their lives, their 
estates, and their common country. Should 
any man be so unnatural as to disown their 
obligation, he shall be fined in proport ion 
to the magnitude of his offence, and the 
amount of the fine shall be appropriated 
to the subsistance of the army.— 


(To be continued.) 


COBBETT’S 
COMPLETE-COLLECTION OF 


‘ a 
State Trials: 

To be completed in Thirty-Six Monthly 
Parts, forming Twelve large Volumes in 
Royal Octavo. 

The Tuirv Parr of the above Work 
will be published on Wednesday, the first 
of March. One Part will appear, with 
the greatest re; gularity, on the first of each 
succeeding Month. Those Subscribers who 
have expressed their intention of taking 
the Work in Quarterly Volumes, are J¢ 
spectfully informed that the First V olume 


- be ready for delivery on the sam¢ 
ay. 
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